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You are part of a larger story. This larger story is God’s unfolding story of redemption. This story 
begins in Genesis 1 with the creation of this world, and it ends in Revelation 22 with a renewed 
world where Jesus reigns and rules over all things.

Living well is a function of knowing two basic things. The first is knowing the larger story that you 
inhabit and the second is knowing your particular role in that story. Romans 11 helps us to know 
these two things by recounting God’s unfolding story of redemption.

Paul begins with God’s people in the Old Testament. He then moves to consider God’s people 
who live after Jesus’ resurrection. Finally, he looks to the future when all of God’s people will be 
saved.

The closing verses of Romans 11 reveal that the thread that holds the story of redemption 
together is God’s glory. God is beyond us. We cannot fully comprehend him. His role in the story 
is to be God. Our role is to worship. 

Taken in whole, Romans 11 helps us to see that the Bible is telling a single, unified story about 
God’s work in human history. To be sure, there are elements of mystery in God’s story, but one 
thing is clear: God is glorious, and his glory warrants our praise.

Our prayer for you in this next section of Romans is that you would be filled with humility and 
praise—humility because God has included you in his story, and praise because his ways are 
inscrutable and his judgments unsearchable. To him be glory and worship forever!

SERIES
INTRO
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What is a small group?

Why should I join a small group?

How do I get connected to a small group?

Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith who meet regularly 
for friendship, prayer and Bible study.  

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend. However, 
at the heart of each small group is a desire to see tight-knit community form that is 
marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other people in the small group.  

We are made for friendship with God and others. When we are not known and loved 
by others, we suffer because we are not experiencing all that God created us to 
experience. Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone. Therefore, small groups 
are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and 
downs of life.

The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to click on “Small Groups” in the 
Faith Church app or go to faithchurchfortcollins.org/smallgroups. You can also sign 
up on Sunday by filling out the Connect Card or stopping by the Connection Center. 
Finally, if you would like to join a small group, you can call the church at 
970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS 
AT FAITH
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FEB 
06

Main Passage: 
Romans 11:1–6

Despite having the Word of God, the covenants and the 
promises, many Jewish people in Paul’s day chose works 
over grace and refused God’s gift of righteousness. 

The rejection of Jesus by many Jews prompted a question 
that Paul answers in Romans 11:1–6. Has God rejected his 
people? 

Paul’s answer is no. God hasn’t rejected his people. 

C H O S E N  BY  G R AC E

Additionally, people’s rejection of God will not be total. Part of God’s story of 
redemption is his work to preserve a believing remnant. This remnant exists because of 
God’s grace, not human effort. 

A remnant that exists by grace isn’t new. This has been part of God’s story since the 
beginning. To reveal this, Paul points to a story about Elijah in 1 Kings 19, where God 
graciously revealed to his despairing prophet that he had preserved a remnant of 7,000 
believers in the godless days of King Ahab. 

The fact that God has chosen by grace some to be saved does not mean that he has 
chosen the rest to be lost. As we have seen in Romans, everyone is lost in sin. If left on 
our own, everyone’s story would be a total rejection of God. Yet God has not totally 
rejected humanity. In grace, God has stooped to save.  
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• Read Romans 11:1–6. What stands out to you from this passage?

• What does this passage reveal about God?

• Why do you think Paul points out that God has not rejected his people? Why do you
think some people assume that they are living a story in which God has rejected
them? What happens when someone assumes that they are living in a story where
God is against them?

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

The big idea from Romans 11:1–6 is that God’s grace is the grounds for our salvation and 
God is at work making sure our rejection of Jesus isn’t the end of the story.  

• Do you have a story about something good happening to you that was a total
surprise? Share it with your small group.

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N
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• When have you, like Elijah, failed to see the good God is doing? This good could be 
in your life or in your world.

• In what ways have you experienced God’s grace?

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• What was Elijah’s complaint to God, and how does God encourage Elijah?

• What role does God’s grace play in our salvation?

• Have you met people who cannot accept God’s grace? What reasons do people have
for rejecting grace?
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R

• This passage is so clear—we are chosen by grace. The sermon this week closed
with several implications (humility and praise) that grace has for our lives. What
implication most stood out to you? Spend some time as a small group coming up
with other implications that grace has for our lives.
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FEB
13

Main Passage:  
Romans 11:7–16

N E V E R  B E YO N D 
H O P E

In the next section of Romans, Paul takes us on a journey 
through what God is doing through Israel’s rejection of 
Jesus. Paul is very clear that many Jews have rejected Jesus 
and that God has allowed this rejection. This brings up 
an important question. Have the Jews stumbled beyond 
recovery? Is the hardening of their hearts total and final? Is 
rejection and rebellion the whole of their story?  

Paul clearly says no. God has allowed their rejection to 
draw others to himself, and as those people experience 

life in Jesus, the fallen Jews will desire to experience life in Jesus and they will return to 
belief. As those Jews return, there will be a greater blessing for the entire family of God. 

Paul’s conclusion is that the Jews have not fallen beyond recovery. On the contrary, they 
have fallen only to rise again and, in that rise, to experience greater blessings than would 
have been experienced if they had not fallen in the first place. 

Romans 11:7–16 reveals that the story we inhabit is one in which God uses our 
downfalls to draw other people to himself. It also reveals that God always leaves the 
door open for us to return to receive grace, forgiveness and blessing. The hardening of 
our hearts does not need to be total or final. God’s mercy means there is a future for us 
when we repent and return. 
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• Do you have a good story about learning something the hard way? If so, share it with
your small group.

• Read Romans 11:7–16. What stands out to you from this passage?

• What does Romans 11:7–16 reveal about God?

• In what ways is Israel’s hardening, rebellion, return and full inclusion a pattern for
our relationship with God? How have you seen that pattern at work in your life?

• How might envy, as described in verses 11–15, draw someone to Jesus? What is it
about following Jesus that might cause envy in someone who is living in rebellion to
Jesus?

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E
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• Are you ever tempted to believe that your failure has placed you beyond the reach
of God’s mercy? If so, how does this passage encourage you?

• Are you ever tempted to believe that someone in your life is beyond the reach of
God’s mercy? What can you do to remember that in God’s economy there is a future
for proud hard-hearted people?

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• This passage reveals that God is using Israel’s hardness of heart as a means by which
the wider world is brought into the family of God, and at the same time there is still
a future for Israel. How is this a brilliant demonstration of God’s mercy?

• Paul says that if the root (Jesus) is holy, so are the branches (Jesus’ followers). How
does this truth encourage you?
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R

• We should be thankful for the Jews because of their contribution to our faith. We
should also be thankful for those who came before us in our faith. Who came before
you in your faith? Who had a faith that encouraged your own faith? Whose rejection
of Jesus did God use to draw you to himself? Whose life with Jesus did God use to
draw you to Jesus when you were in a season of rebellion?
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FEB
20

Main Passage:  
Romans 11:17–24

M A R K E D  BY 
H U M I L I T Y

In Romans 11:17–24, Paul warns against arrogance, and 
he calls those who have found life in Jesus to live with 
humility. To help us understand the importance of humility, 
Paul uses the illustration of branches being grafted into 
a tree. In this illustration the natural branches are the 
Jews who had God’s promises, the wild branches are the 
Gentiles who were on the outside of God’s promises, the 
tree represents the true people of God, and the root of the 
tree is Jesus. 

No illustration perfectly mirrors the story of redemption, but the illustration in Romans 
11:17–24 does make one point very clear: spiritual vitality comes from the root. 
Branches have nothing to brag about. 

Additionally, if we persist in pride, we will be cut off from Jesus. In other words, 
humility is a key marker of those who understand and embrace God’s unfolding story of 
redemption. 
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• Do you have a story to share about a fad that you got sucked right into? If so, share it 
with your small group.

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Read Romans 11:17–24. What stands out to you from these verses?

• In Romans 11:17–24, Paul warns Christians about the dangers of getting sucked into
pride. Why is pride like a fad that people get sucked into easily?

• Why might believers in Jesus look down on people who reject Jesus?

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E
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• How does the danger of arrogance seep into your life today?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you to remember that you are not supporting Jesus and that Jesus is 
supporting you? 
 
 
 
 
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• What warnings and reminders does Paul give to keep believers from becoming 
arrogant?   
 
 
 
 
 

• How does remembering God’s kindness and severity lead to humility? What would 
go wrong in the Christian life if Christians remembered only the kindness or the 
severity of God and not both?   
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• When have you seen pride cut you off from life in Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you to live with humility?  
 
 
 
 
 

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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FEB 
27

Main Passage:  
Romans 11:25–32

O K AY  W I T H 
M YST E RY In Romans 11:25–32, we discover that part of the story we 

inhabit is a mystery. There are things that happen in the 
story that don’t make sense to us. There are processes at 
play in our world that we can’t fully comprehend, let alone 
explain to ourselves or articulate to others in a clear way. 

Paul gives us an example of one mystery in verses 25–32. 
A partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness 
of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be 

saved…. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

If you are scratching your head right now wondering, “What does that even mean?” 
No worries. You are stepping into mystery. And to be sure, some mysteries can be 
understood. But some can’t. This doesn’t mean that we don’t have the right or the 
responsibility to wrestle with our questions, but we must be cautious about being 
dogmatic when part of God’s story is mystery. 

Being okay with mystery being a part of God’s story is no small matter. It is key to living 
life well. Embracing mystery empowers us to take a position of humility. It frees us from 
the terrible burden of pretending we have all the answers when we so clearly don’t. 
Additionally, embracing the mystery in God’s story awakens us to praise to God because 
we see God as beyond us. 
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Based on the mystery found in Romans 11:25–32, here is a phrase we need to practice 
saying: I don’t know. 

Those are unusual words. But if you commit to saying them, you will find freedom and 
praise—freedom from the burden of having all the answers, and praise to the God who 
does have the answers and who invites you to trust him. 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Do you have a story about pretending to be someone or something that you 
weren’t? If so, share it with your small group.

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Read Romans 11:25–32. What stands out to you from this passage?

• What is the mystery that Paul wants us to be aware of?

• Why does Paul tell us about this mystery in the first place?
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I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• One thing is clear from Romans 11:25–32: we need to leave some things in the 
category of mystery. A mystery in the Bible is something that God knows yet remains 
unknown to us. A mystery is something we can’t be overly dogmatic about. What 
things, circumstances or doctrines would be well-served to live in the “mystery” 
category of your life?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Paul speaks about having hope that people who have rejected God can still have a 
change of heart and be saved. How does this apply to your own story? How have 
you seen God soften your heart? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Paul talks about a group of people who walked away from Christ, but he longs that 
they would return. Who do you feel the same way about? Who can you be praying 
for, that they too would have a change of heart and come to Christ? What steps 
could you take this week to engage them? 
 
 
 
 

• What is clear to you from Romans 11:25–32? After studying and discussing this 
passage, what remains a mystery? 
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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MAR 
06

Main Passage:  
Romans 11:33–36

W E  A R E 
WO R S H I P P E R S Paul closes Romans 11 by revealing that we cannot 

penetrate the mind of God. His judgments are 
unsearchable, and his ways are inscrutable. God doesn’t 
stop to find out what we think before he decides what he 
is going to do. He is God. From him and through him and to 
him are all things. 

Romans 11:33–36 reveals that God’s role in the great story 
of redemption is the role of the Cosmic King who is over 

all his creation. Our role is not to be the King’s critic or questioner. Our role is to be a 
worshipper.

Many people feel they cannot worship God unless they understand everything about 
him. Paul knew this was an impossibility. An infinite God will never be fully understood 
by finite humans. So at a certain point, our story must turn from one of theory, 
philosophy and questions to simple belief and worship. We are worshippers. 
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Do you have a story about a star-studded sky that you saw? If so, share it with your 
small group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read Romans 11:33–36. What stands out to you from these verses?   
 
 
 
 
 

• What does Romans 11:33–36 reveal about God?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Which part of Romans 11:33–36 is your favorite thing to remember about God? 
What aspect of God’s character leads you to worship?   
 
 
 
 
 

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E
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• What role does worship play in your relationship with God? 
 
 
 
 

• Theology (what we believe about God) is always meant to move to doxology (our 
response to God). Being a worshipper of God is different from just being a believer. 
Would you say you are a worshipper of God? If so, why? Would you like to be more 
of a worshipper? If so, in what way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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